
RECOMMENDED AGES 3–7
Knuffle Bunny  |  El conejito Knuffle (Knuffle Bunny)
By Mo Willems
Trixie, Daddy, and Knuffle Bunny take a trip to the neighborhood Laundromat. But the exciting adventure 
takes a dramatic turn when Trixie realizes somebunny was left behind… Using a combination of muted 
black-and-white photographs and expressive illustrations, this stunning book tells a brilliantly true-to-life 
tale about what happens when Daddy’s in charge and things go terribly, hilariously wrong.

 
Naked Mole Rat Gets Dressed 
By Mo Willems
Wilbur is different from the other Naked Mole Rats in his Colony, because he wears clothes (and he  
likes it!). But what will happen when Grandpah, the oldest, wisest, and most naked Naked Mole Rat ever  
discovers Wilbur’s secret? Mo Willems exposes the naked truth about being yourself and wearing it well.

 
The Pigeon Will Ride the Roller Coaster 
By Mo Willems
Highly hilarious and highly relatable, embrace the Pigeon inside us all and come along for the ride! Buckle 
up for twists, turns, and emotional loop-de-loops in the most roller coaster-y Pigeon book ever! The Pigeon 
WILL be ready. Will YOU!? 

Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale 
By John Steptoe
Inspired by a traditional African folktale, this is the story of Mufaro, who is proud of his two beautiful  
daughters. Nyasha is kind and considerate, but everyone—except Mufaro—knows that Manyara is selfish 
and bad-tempered. When the Great King decides to take a wife and invites the most worthy and beautiful 
daughters in the land to appear before him, Mufaro brings both of his daughters—but only one can be 
queen. Who will the king choose?

 
The Sandwich Swap 
By Raina Al-Abdullah, Kelly DiPucchio, and Tricia Tusa
Lily and Salma are best friends. They like doing all the same things, and they always eat lunch together.  
Lily eats peanut butter and Salma eats hummus--but what’s that between friends? It turns out, a lot. Before 
they know it, a food fight breaks out. Can Lily and Salma put aside their differences? Or will a sandwich 
come between them? The smallest things can pull us apart — until we learn that friendship is far more 
powerful than difference. In a glorious three-page gatefold at the end of the book, Salma, Lily, and all their 
classmates come together in the true spirit of tolerance and acceptance.

What Do You Do With an Idea? 
By Kobi Yamada
This is the story of one brilliant idea and the child who helps to bring it into the world. As the child’s  
confidence grows, so does the idea itself. And then, one day, something amazing happens. This is a story 
for anyone, at any age, who’s ever had an idea that seemed a little too big, too odd, too difficult. It’s a  
story to inspire you to welcome that idea, to give it some space to grow, and to see what happens next. 
Because your idea isn’t going anywhere. In fact, it’s just getting started.



What Do You Do With a Problem? 
By Kobi Yamada
This is the story of a persistent problem and the child who isn’t so sure what to make of it. The longer the 
problem is avoided, the bigger it seems to get. But when the child finally musters up the courage to face it, 
the problem turns out to be something quite different than it appeared.

 
What Do You Do With a Chance? 
By Kobi Yamada
In this story, a child is visited by his first chance and unsure what to do with it, he lets it go. Later on, 
when a new chance arrives he reaches for it, but this time he misses and falls. Embarrassed and afraid, 
he begins ignoring each new chance that comes by, even though he still wants to take them. Then one 
day he realizes that he doesn’t need to be brave all the time, just at the right time, to find out what  
amazing things can happen when he takes a chance.

 
Dinosaurs (Scholastic Discover Mode) 
By Penelope Arlon
Within the last five years, more has been discovered about dinosaurs than ever before. By commissioning 
brand new digital images and talking to ‘in the field’ paleontologists, DINOSAURS is not only up-to-date, 
but stunning to look at. The book is ordered chronologically and gives the best, current information about 
which dinosaurs lived when, and what each was like. 

 
The Name Jar 
By Yansook Choi
The new kid in school needs a new name! Or does she? Being the new kid in school is hard enough, but 
what about when nobody can pronounce your name? Having just moved from Korea, Unhei is anxious 
that American kids will like her. So instead of introducing herself on the first day of school, she tells the 
class that she will choose a name by the following week. Her new classmates are fascinated by this 
no-name girl and decide to help out by filling a glass jar with names for her to pick from. But while Unhei 
practices being a Suzy, Laura, or Amanda, one of her classmates comes to her neighborhood and  
discovers her real name and its special meaning. On the day of her name choosing, the name jar has 
mysteriously disappeared. Encouraged by her new friends, Unhei chooses her own Korean name and 
helps everyone pronounce it—Yoon-Hey. 

Abuela 
By Arthur Dorros
While riding on a bus with her grandmother, a little girl imagines that they are carried up into the sky and fly 
over the sights of New York City. 

RECOMMENDED AGES 7–10
The Elsewhere Chronicles Book 1: The Shadow Door 
By Bannister Nykko
It’s bad enough when Max, Rebecca, Noah, and Theo just think Grandpa Gabe’s house is haunted. But then 
the old movie projector in the library opens a passageway to a world of monsters and creatures made of 
shadows - a place of secrets and dangers set loose when the sun sets. The only weapons to fight them lie 
in the land on the other side of the Shadow Door…



Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth  |  Diario de Greg: La Horrible Realidad 
By Jeff Kinney
Greg Heffley has always been in a hurry to grow up. But is getting older really all it’s cracked up to be? 
Greg suddenly finds himself dealing with the pressures of boy-girl parties, increased responsibilities, and 
even the awkward changes that come with getting older—all without his best friend, Rowley, at his side. 
Can Greg make it through on his own? Or will he have to face the “ugly truth”?

 
The Bad Guys in Alien Vs. Bad Guys  |  Los tipos malos en el alienígena vs los tipos malos 
By Aaron Blabey
They may look like Bad Guys, but these wannabe heroes are doing good deeds...whether you like it or not! 
The Bad Guys are vanishing! A creature with TONS of teeth and WAY too many butts is stealing them, one 
by one. Is this the end for the Bad Guys? Maybe. Will it be funny? You bet your butts it will! 

Dog Man  |  Hombre Perro 
By Dav Pilkey
George and Harold have created a new breed of justice. With the head of a dog and the body of a human, 
this heroic hound digs into deception, claws after crooks, rolls over robbers, and scampers after squirrels. 
Will he be able to resist the call of the wild to answer the call of duty? 

Guts: A Graphic Novel  |  Agallas 
By Raina Telgemeier
Raina wakes up one night with a terrible upset stomach. Her mom has one, too, so it’s probably just a bug. 
Raina eventually returns to school, where she’s dealing with the usual highs and lows: friends, not-friends, 
and classmates who think the school year is just one long gross-out session. It soon becomes clear that 
Raina’s tummy trouble isn’t going away... and it coincides with her worries about food, school, and changing 
friendships. What’s going on?

President of the Whole Fifth Grade 
By Sherri Winston
When Brianna Justice’s hero, the famous celebrity chef Miss Delicious, speaks at her school and traces 
her own success back to being president of her fifth grade class, Brianna determines she must do the 
same. She just knows that becoming president of her class is the first step toward her own cupcake-baking 
empire! But when new student Jasmine Moon announces she is also running for president, Brianna learns 
that she may have more competition than she expected. Will Brianna be able to stick to her plan of working 
with her friends to win the election fairly? Or will she jump at the opportunity to steal votes from Jasmine by 
revealing an embarrassing secret?

Esperanza Rising 
By Pam Muñoz Ryan
Esperanza thought she’d always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico--she’d always have fancy 
dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to 
California during the Great Depression, and to settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn’t 
ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces. When their new life is 
threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult circumstances--Mama’s life, and her own, 
depend on it.

 



Inside Out and Back Again 
By Thanhha Lai
For all the ten years of her life, Hà has only known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its traditions, 
and the warmth of her friends close by. But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. Hà and her family 
are forced to flee as Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward hope. In America, Hà discovers the 
foreign world of Alabama: the coldness of its strangers, the dullness of its food . . . and the strength of her 
very own family.

 
How To Train Your Dragon 
By Cressida Cowell
In the book that started it all, Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III, the quiet and thoughtful son of the Chief of 
the Hairy Hooligans, tries to pass the important initiation test of his Viking clan by catching and training a 
dragon. Can Hiccup do it without being torn limb from limb? Join his adventures and misadventures as he 
finds a new way to train dragons—and becomes a hero.

 
A Bear Called Paddington 
By Michael Bond
Paddington Bear had traveled all the way from Peru when the Browns first met him in Paddington Station. 
Since then, their lives have never been quite the same . . . for ordinary things become extraordinary when  
a bear called Paddington is involved.

 
Holes 
By Louis Sachar 
Louis Sachar deftly weaves together stories from the past and present, creating a brilliant and 
thought-provoking tale about Stanley Yelnats, Camp Green Lake, and the power of strength and  
perseverance in the face of adversity.

 
How To Eat Fried Worms 
By Thomas Rockwell
Billy isn’t one to back down from a bet. But this one is gross: If he eats fifteen worms in fifteen days, Alan 
will pay him fifty dollars. Billy takes the bet and tries worms smothered in ketchup, drowned in mustard, 
even breaded and fried. Worm by worm, Billy gets closer to victory, and to buying the minibike he’s always 
wanted. But Alan won’t let him win that easily...

The BFG 
By Roald Dahl
The BFG is no ordinary bone-crunching giant. He is far too nice and jumbly. It’s lucky for Sophie that  
he is. Had she been carried off in the middle of the night by the Bloodbottler, or any of the other  
giants—rather than the BFG—she would have soon become breakfast. When Sophie hears that the 
giants are flush-bunking off to England to swollomp a few nice little chiddlers, she decides she must  
stop them once and for all. And the BFG is going to help her!



Pinocchio 
By Carlo Collodi
Once there was a lonely woodcutter named Geppetto-who dreamed of having a boy of his own. So one 
day he carved a boy out of wood and named him Pinocchio. When the puppet comes to life, it’s Geppetto’s 
dream come true. Except Pinocchio turns out to be not such a nice boy after all. Pinocchio enjoys nothing 
better than creating mischief and playing mean tricks. As he discovers, being bad is much more fun than 
being good. For a while, anyway.

RECOMMENDED AGES 7–10
Rebound 
By Kwame Alexander
A novel in verse with all the impact and rhythm readers have come to expect from Kwame Alexander, 
Rebound goes back in time to visit the childhood of Chuck “Da Man” Bell during one pivotal summer 
when young Charlie is sent to stay with his grandparents where he discovers basketball and learns more 
about his family’s past.

 
The Crossover 
By Kwame Alexander
“With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that  
quivering. Cuz tonight I’m delivering,” announces dreadlocked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin 
brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood. He’s got  
mad beats, too, that tell his family’s story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family 
and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander. Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and 
off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story’s heart-stopping climax 
proves a game-changer for the entire family.

 
Booked 
By Kwame Alexander
Twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of words as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a 
bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams. Helping him along are his best friend and sometimes 
teammate Coby, and The Mac, a rapping librarian who gives Nick inspiring books to read. This electric 
and heartfelt novel-in-verse bends and breaks as it captures all the thrills and setbacks, action and  
emotion of a World Cup match.

 
How It Went Down 
By Kekla Magoon
When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson dies from two gunshot wounds, his community is thrown into an 
uproar. Tariq was black. The shooter, Jack Franklin, is white. In the aftermath of Tariq’s death, everyone 
has something to say, but no two accounts of the events line up. Day by day, new twists further obscure 
the truth. Tariq’s friends, family, and community struggle to make sense of the tragedy, and to cope with 
the hole left behind when a life is cut short. In their own words, they grapple for a way to say with  
certainty: This is how it went down.



The Poet X 
By Elizabeth Acevedo
Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew 
into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. But Xiomara has plenty she 
wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting 
the words to herself like prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named 
Aman, who her family can never know about. With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the 
laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best kept to herself. So when she is invited 
to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how she could ever attend without her mami finding 
out. But she still can’t stop thinking about performing her poems. Because in the face of a world that may 
not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent.

 
On The Come Up 
By Angie Thomas
Insightful, unflinching, and full of heart, On the Come Up is an ode to hip hop from one of the most  
influential literary voices of a generation. It is the story of fighting for your dreams, even as the odds  
are stacked against you; and about how, especially for young black people, freedom of speech  
isn’t always free.

My Life As An Ice Cream Sandwich 
By Ibi Zoboi
Twelve-year-old Ebony-Grace Norfleet has lived with her beloved grandfather Jeremiah in Huntsville, 
Alabama ever since she was little. As one of the first black engineers to integrate NASA, Jeremiah has 
nurtured Ebony-Grace’s love for all things outer space and science fiction—especially Star Wars and Star 
Trek. But in the summer of 1984, when trouble arises with Jeremiah, it’s decided she’ll spend a few weeks 
with her father in Harlem. Harlem is an exciting and terrifying place for a sheltered girl from Hunstville, and 
Ebony-Grace’s first instinct is to retreat into her imagination. But soon 126th Street begins to reveal that it 
has more in common with her beloved sci-fi adventures than she ever thought possible, and by summer’s 
end, Ebony-Grace discovers that Harlem has a place for a girl whose eyes are always on the stars.

 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
By Sherman Alexie
Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the 
Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled 
school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school 
mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, 
which is based on the author’s own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen Forney that 
reflect the character’s art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native American boy as he 
attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live.

 
Red Scarf Girl 
By Ji-Li Jiang
Moving, honest, and deeply personal, Red Scarf Girl is the incredible true story of one girl’s courage  
and determination during one of the most terrifying eras of the twentieth century. It’s 1966, and  
twelve-year-old Ji-li Jiang has everything a girl could want: brains, popularity, and a bright future  
in Communist China. But it’s also the year that China’s leader, Mao Ze-dong, launches the Cultural  
Revolution—and Ji-li’s world begins to fall apart. Over the next few years, people who were once her 
friends and neighbors turn on her and her family, forcing them to live in constant terror of arrest. And 
when Ji-li’s father is finally imprisoned, she faces the most difficult dilemma of her life.
 



A Long Walk To Water 
By Linda Sue Park
A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about a girl in Sudan in 2008 and 
a boy in Sudan in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is two hours’ walk from her home: 
she makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of the “lost boys” of Sudan,  
refugees who cover the African continent on foot as they search for their families and for a safe place 
to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with killer lions and 
crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing way. 

How Moon Fuentez Fell in Love with the Universe 
By Raquel Vasquez Gilliland
When seventeen-year-old Star Fuentez reaches social media stardom, her polar-opposite twin,  
Moon, becomes “merch girl” on a tour bus full of beautiful influencers and the grumpy but attractive  
Santiago Philips. 

Piecing Me Together 
By Renee Watson
Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she’s ever going to succeed. Her mother tells 
her to take advantage of every opportunity that comes her way. And Jade has: every day she rides the bus 
away from her friends and to the private school where she feels like an outsider, but where she has plenty 
of opportunities. But some opportunities she doesn’t really welcome, like an invitation to join Women to 
Women, a mentorship program for “at-risk” girls. Just because her mentor is black and graduated from the 
same high school doesn’t mean she understands where Jade is coming from. She’s tired of being singled 
out as someone who needs help, someone people want to fix. Jade wants to speak, to create, to express 
her joys and sorrows, her pain and her hope. Maybe there are some things she could show other women 
about understanding the world and finding ways to be real, to make a difference 


